Town of Alberton
Council Meeting Agenda
October 14, 2026
7:00 PM Council Meeting

Call to Order

Roll Call
Pledge of Allegiance
Public Comment on Items NOT on the Agenda
Review and Motion to Approve (Consent Agenda)
· Previous Meeting Minutes – Sept. 8, Sept. 15
· Claims and Payroll for September 2026
Staff Reports
· Clerk/Treasurer: Aaron Adams
· Deputy Clerk/Treasurer: Shannon Cunio
· Public Works Manager: Charlei Jenkins
· Road and Maintenance Update: Charlei Jenkins
Monthly Reports
· Town Engineer: Paul Montgomery
· Sheriff’s Office
· Fire District: Damian Frisby
· County Planner: Andy Short
· Town Attorney: Wally Congden
· Community Center Committee: Sharon Briggs
· Events Committee: Blue Cutler

Old Business
· Proposed Ordinance (Second Reading): Firearms Ordinance 9-2
· Approval to move Town bank account from Trails West Bank

New Business
· Resolution 361: Proposed resolution to dispose of certain town property
· Resolution 362: Proposed resolution to sell certain town property
· Approval of benches in Hank Roat Park, proposed by PEAK
· Approval of Bear Saver receptacles in Hank Roat Park, proposed by BSA
· Approve raise for Public Works manager, Charlei Jenkins
· Schedule Committee of the Whole (COW) meeting with the Town Council
Mayor’s Report
· Mayor: Loreen M Felstet
Public Comment
Adjournment

Welcome to Alberton Town Council Chambers
We consider it a privilege to present, and listen to, diverse views. 
It is essential that we treat each other with respect. We expect that participants will: 
· Engage in active listening 
· Make concise statements 
· Observe any applicable time limit 
We expect that participants will refrain from disrespectful displays: 
· Profanity 
· Personal Attacks 
· Signs 
· Heckling and applause 
Guidelines for Public Comment 
Public Comment ensures an opportunity for citizens to meaningfully participate in the decisions of its elected officials. It is one of several ways your voice is heard by your local government. During public comment we ask that all participants respect the right of others to make their comment uninterrupted. 
The council’s goal is to receive as much comment as time reasonably allows. All public comment should be directed to the chair (Mayor or designee). Comment made to the audience or individual council members may be ruled out of order. Public comment must remain on topic, and free from abusive language or unsupported allegations. 
During any council meeting you have two opportunities to comment: 
1. During the public comment period near the beginning of a meeting. 
2. Before any decision-making vote of the council on an agenda item. 
Comment made outside of these times may not be allowed. 
Citizens wishing to speak during any public comment period should come forward and state their name and address for the record. Comment may be time limited, as determined by the chair, to allow as many people as possible to comment. Comment prior to a decision-making vote must remain on the motion before the council. 

Thank you for observing these guidelines.







TOWN OF ALBERTON
MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
September 8, 2026

CALL TO ORDER
The regular meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Alberton was called to order by Mayor Loreen Felstet at 7:00 PM on Tuesday, September 8, 2026, at the Alberton Community Center.

ROLL CALL
Present:
• Mayor Loreen Felstet
• Council President Timothy Fox
• Council Vice President Sharon Briggs
• Councilmember Kyle Cirincione
· Councilmember Kari Riebe

A quorum is present.

Staff Present:
• Deputy Clerk Shannon Cunio
• Public Works Manager Charlei Jenkins

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those present.

PUBLIC COMMENT FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA

Keren Wolhart questioned why the ADA compliance is only being talked about regarding the Community Center – why not the office and the museum too?

REVIEW AND MOTION TO APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA
Motion: Tim Fox moved to approve the Consent Agenda, which included:

• Previous Meeting Minutes – August 4, August 11, August 19 and August 20, 2026
• Claims & Payroll for August 2026

Second: Kyle Cirincione.

Roll Call Vote:
• Timothy Fox: Yes
• Sharon Briggs: Yes
• Kyle Cirincione: Yes
· Keri Riebe: Yes

Motion carried unanimously.

STAFF REPORTS
• Clerk/Treasurer Deputy Clerk Shannon Cunio – Budget has now moved to the prior year’s reconciliation.  I have set up a meeting with Montana Rural Water to check and make sure our water, and wastewater rates are appropriate. I will also be following up with the Montana League of Town and Cities to get a crash course on Government accounting so I can be more proficient in the process.

• Public Works Manager Charlie Jenkins – Town streets were bladed after the rain.  Blow-out of the park sprinklers will happen in mid-October.  Museum painting prep has finished, and they are in the painting phase. School service line project was completed.

Water usage is down with the change in the weather.  The lagoon pump was sounding bad, so it was pulled up and a stainless-steel strap was found in it. The other pump was checked, and it had a large rock in it – very odd for both.

The warranty walk-through was completed with Master Meter regarding non-functional water meters.

Graffiti in the skate park pool was brought up and Deputy Jack Hughes suggested they do soda blasting which will preserve the coating on the pool.


MONTHLY REPORTS
• Sheriff's Office – Report presented by Deputy Jack Hughes. 98 calls for a total of 86.75 hours. 

• Fire District – Report presented by Fire Chief Damian Frisby.  The past weekend had high levels of calls. The question was raised on how they get to remote fires? Chief Frisby said they work with the Forest Service and they have a truck from them that they man with staff.

• County Planner – Not present.

• Town Engineer – Not present.  Charlei mentioned that the grant applications have been submitted and it’s currently with the EPA.

• Town Attorney – Not present.

OLD BUSINESS

PROPOSED RESOLUTION: Changing date and time of regular Town Council meetings.

Discussion: The school district and fire department both hold their meeting on the 2nd Tuesday of the month, and we want to avoid that day.  7pm seems to be the preferred time.  Shannon said that just moving the meeting from Tuesday to Wednesday would be a help due to office hours as the requirement for posting is 48 hours.

Motion: Kyle Cirincione made a motion to move the meeting to the 2nd Wed of each month.

Second: Sharon Briggs.

Roll Call Vote:
• Timothy Fox: Yes
• Sharon Briggs: Yes
• Kyle Cirincione: Yes
· Kari Riebe: Yes

Motion carried unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS

PROPOSED ORDINANCE (First Reading) – FIREARMS (Ordinance No. 9-2)

Motion: Kyle Cirincione moved to accept the first reading.

Second: Sharon Briggs.

Roll Call Vote:
• Timothy Fox: Yes
• Sharon Briggs: Yes
• Kyle Cirincione: Yes
· Kari Riebe: Yes

MAYORS REPORT
PEAK would like to attend an upcoming meeting to discuss 1 to 2 park benches and where to put them in the park.

The mayor has used her executive authority to form the Community Center Committee. Their focus is to make a proposal to the Town on how to move forward with work on the building, as well as procuring grants to get the work done and update the facility. The committee is headed by Sharon Briggs and includes Blue Cutler, Reece Cox and Christopher Cunio.  Shannon Cunio will assist in keeping notes and a Town member will assist in the grant writing.

The mayor wants to work on Council adhesion and operation.  It was suggested to put the meeting on the next agenda.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Natasha Knight: childcare is an issue in Alberton, and she would like to be more involved.
Connie Hart: Apple festival is set for Saturday, October 3rd from 12pm to 4pm in Hank Roat Park.  Activities include a free fruit press, bear spray training and spray purchase for a great price, and the chance to ask for help with fruit gleaning (collecting leftover crops) if you are in need.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion: Klye Cirincione moved to adjourn the meeting.

Second: Kari Riebe.

Roll Call Vote:
• Timothy Fox: Yes
• Sharon Briggs: Yes
• Kyle Cirincione: Yes
· Kari Riebe: Yes

Motion carried unanimously. Meeting adjourned at approximately 8:30 PM.



Respectfully submitted, 
Signed:						Attest:	
_______________________________________		_______________________________________
LOREEN M FELSTET					SHANNON CUNIO
MAYOR						DEPUTY TOWN CLERK / TREASURER

PASSED, ADOPTED, AND FINALLY APPROVED by the Town Council of the Town of Alberton, Mineral County, State of Montana on the second reading following a public hearing at a regular session held on the _______ day of __________________, 2026.
Signed:						Attest:	
_______________________________________		_______________________________________
LOREEN M FELSTET					SHANNON CUNIO
MAYOR						DEPUTY TOWN CLERK / TREASURER



TOWN OF ALBERTON
MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
September 15, 2026

CALL TO ORDER
The special meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Alberton was called to order by Mayor Loreen Felstet at 7:00 PM on Tuesday, September 8, 2026, at the Alberton Community Center.

ROLL CALL
Present:
• Mayor Loreen Felstet
• Council President Timothy Fox
• Council Vice President Sharon Briggs
• Councilmember Kyle Cirincione
· Councilmember Kari Riebe

A quorum is present.

Staff Present:
• Deputy Clerk Shannon Cunio
• Public Works Manager Charlei Jenkins

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those present.

PUBLIC COMMENT FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA

Sharon Briggs wanted everyone to know that the Apple Fest is now officially a non-profit.  

OLD BUSINESS

NONE

NEW BUSINESS

New hire approval for Town Clerk - Treasurer

Motion: Kyle Cirincione moved to accept the new hire with a start date of 9/21/2026.

Second: Tim Fox.

Roll Call Vote:
• Timothy Fox: Yes
• Sharon Briggs: Yes
• Kyle Cirincione: Yes
· Kari Riebe: Yes

Discussion regarding possibly moving our bank account to a new bank with better services, interest rates and fees

Motion: Tim Fox moved to table the discussion until we have more responses from prospective banks and credit unions.

Second: Kyle Cirincione.

Roll Call Vote:
• Timothy Fox: Yes
• Sharon Briggs: Yes
• Kyle Cirincione: Yes
· Kari Riebe: Yes


PUBLIC COMMENT
Chris Cunio mentioned that he likes that the Town is looking to make money on the money we already have.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion: Klye Cirincione moved to adjourn the meeting.

Second: Tim Fox.

Roll Call Vote:
• Timothy Fox: Yes
• Sharon Briggs: Yes
• Kyle Cirincione: Yes
· Kari Riebe: Yes

Motion carried unanimously. Meeting adjourned at approximately 7:20 PM.



Respectfully submitted, 
Signed:						Attest:	
_______________________________________		_______________________________________
LOREEN M FELSTET					SHANNON CUNIO
MAYOR						DEPUTY TOWN CLERK / TREASURER

PASSED, ADOPTED, AND FINALLY APPROVED by the Town Council of the Town of Alberton, Mineral County, State of Montana on the second reading following a public hearing at a regular session held on the _______ day of __________________, 2026.
Signed:						Attest:	
_______________________________________		_______________________________________
LOREEN M FELSTET					SHANNON CUNIO
MAYOR						DEPUTY TOWN CLERK / TREASURER





























ORDINANCE NO. __________
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF ALBERTON, MONTANA, REPEALING AND REPLACING CHAPTER 9-2 OF THE ALBERTON MUNICIPAL CODE RELATING TO CONCEALED WEAPONS AND FIREARMS; 
WHEREAS, the right of the people to keep and bear arms is protected by the Second Amendment to the United States Constitution and by Article II, Section 12 of the Montana Constitution; and
WHEREAS, MCA § 45-8-351(1) and MCA § 7-1-111(9) generally prohibit a city or town from prohibiting, registering, taxing, licensing, or regulating the purchase, sale or other transfer, ownership, possession, transportation, use, or unconcealed carrying of any weapon, including a rifle, shotgun, handgun, or concealed handgun; and
WHEREAS, MCA § 45-8-351(2)(a) authorizes a city or town, for public safety purposes, to regulate the discharge of rifles, shotguns, and handguns; and
WHEREAS, MCA § 45-8-343 provides that, except as otherwise provided, every person who willfully shoots or fires off a gun, pistol, or any other firearm within the limits of any town or city is subject to penalty as the town may impose; that firearms may be discharged at an approved indoor or outdoor shooting range; and that the prohibition does not apply if the discharge is justifiable under Title 45, chapter 3, part 1, MCA; and
WHEREAS, existing Alberton Municipal Code Chapter 9-2 contains provisions on concealed weapons and discharge that should be replaced so that Town law conforms to current Federal and Montana statutes; and
WHEREAS, the Town Council finds that unregulated discharge of firearms within the Town limits presents a risk to persons and property, and that a discharge prohibition, with the exceptions required by state law, is a public-safety measure authorized by MCA §§ 45-8-351(2)(a) and 45-8-343.

BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council of the Town of Alberton, Montana, as follows:
Section 1. Repeal and Replacement.
Chapter 9-2 of the Town of Alberton Municipal Code, entitled “Concealed Weapons and Firearms,” including Sections 9-2-1 through 9-2-4, is hereby repealed in its entirety and replaced with the following Chapter 9-2.
Section 2. New Chapter 9-2 Adopted.
The following is adopted as Chapter 9-2 of the Town of Alberton Municipal Code:
CHAPTER 9-2
FIREARMS — DISCHARGE WITHIN TOWN LIMITS
Sections:
9-2-1    Purpose and Conformity with Federal and State Law

9-2-2    Discharge of Firearms Prohibited

9-2-3    Exceptions
9-2-4    Displays and Transportation
9-2-5    Publicly Owned and Occupied Buildings
9-2-6    Permits for Ranges and Special Discharge
9-2-7    Penalty
9-2-1  Purpose and Conformity with Federal and State Law.
The purpose of this Chapter is to regulate the discharge of firearms within the corporate limits of the Town of Alberton for public safety, as authorized by MCA § 45-8-351(2)(a) and MCA § 45-8-343. The ownership, possession, purchase, sale, transfer, transportation, and carrying of firearms by law-abiding persons shall be governed by the United States Constitution, the Montana Constitution, and applicable Federal and Montana law. Except as expressly authorized by MCA § 45-8-351(2) and MCA § 45-8-343, the Town shall not prohibit, register, tax, license, or regulate those activities.
9-2-2  Discharge of Firearms Prohibited.
It is unlawful for any person to willfully shoot or discharge a rifle, shotgun, handgun, or any other firearm within the corporate limits of the Town of Alberton, except as provided in Section 9-2-3.
9-2-3  Exceptions.
Section 9-2-2 does not apply to any of the following:
(a)  Discharge that is justifiable under Title 45, chapter 3, part 1, MCA (justifiable use of force in defense of person or property);
(b)  A peace officer, reserve officer, or federal law-enforcement officer engaged in the lawful performance of official duties;
(c)  A member of the Armed Forces of the United States or the Montana National Guard engaged in official duties;
(d)  Discharge at an indoor or outdoor rifle, pistol, or shotgun shooting range located within the Town limits, if the range has been approved by the Town Council under Section 9-2-6;
(e)  A military funeral, memorial service, or similar ceremonial salute conducted with prior notice to the Town Clerk-Treasurer and the Mayor; or
(f)  Any other discharge expressly authorized by a written permit issued under Section 9-2-6.
9-2-4  Displays and Transportation.
Consistent with MCA § 45-8-351(2)(b), nothing in this Chapter prohibits the legitimate display of firearms at shows or other public occasions by collectors and others, or the legitimate transportation of firearms through the Town.
9-2-5  Publicly Owned and Occupied Buildings.
To the extent authorized by MCA § 45-8-351(2)(a), the Town may prevent and suppress the carrying of unpermitted concealed weapons, or the carrying of unconcealed weapons, in a 


publicly owned and occupied building under the Town’s jurisdiction. This Section does not create a general ban on carrying firearms in the Town, in parks, or on public streets, and it shall be applied only as state law allows.
9-2-6  Permits for Ranges and Special Discharge.
The Town Council may, upon written application, approve an indoor or outdoor shooting range within the Town limits, or grant a written permit for shooting at a fixed location under fixed rules, as contemplated by MCA § 45-8-343(2). Any such approval or permit shall be in writing, attested by the Clerk-Treasurer, shall state the location, date or term, hours, and conditions, and may be revoked at any time by action of the Town Council.
9-2-7  Penalty.
A person who violates Section 9-2-2 is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall be punished as provided in MCA § 45-8-343 and Section 1-7 of this Code, as those provisions now exist or are hereafter amended. Each unlawful discharge may be treated as a separate offense.
Section 3. Codification.
The Town Clerk-Treasurer is directed to insert the text adopted in Section 2 of this Ordinance into the official register of ordinances as Chapter 9-2 of the Alberton Municipal Code, and to note the repeal of the former Chapter 9-2.
Section 4. Severability.
If any section, sentence, or clause of this Ordinance is held invalid, the remainder shall continue in full force and effect.
Section 5. Conflict.
If any provision of this Ordinance conflicts with Montana or federal law, the state or federal provision controls. This Ordinance shall be construed to be consistent with MCA §§ 45-8-351 and 45-8-343.
Section 6. Readings, Posting, and Effective Date.
This Ordinance shall be read and adopted by a majority vote of the members present at two meetings of the Town Council not less than twelve (12) days apart, as required by MCA § 7-5-103. After the first adoption and reading, this Ordinance shall be posted and copies made available to the public. After second reading and final passage, this Ordinance shall be signed by the Mayor, attested by the Clerk-Treasurer, and filed in the register of ordinances. Pursuant to MCA § 7-5-4203, this Ordinance shall take effect thirty (30) days after final passage.
FIRST READING AND ADOPTION:
Passed on first reading this ________ day of ____________________, 20____.
Motion by: ________________________     Second by: ________________________
Timothy Fox                 ☐ Aye    ☐ Nay    ☐ Abstain    ☐ Absent
Sharon Briggs               ☐ Aye    ☐ Nay    ☐ Abstain    ☐ Absent
Kyle Cirincione             ☐ Aye    ☐ Nay    ☐ Abstain    ☐ Absent
Kari Ann Riebe		☐ Aye    ☐ Nay    ☐ Abstain    ☐ Absent

SECOND READING AND FINAL ADOPTION:
Passed on second reading and finally adopted this ________ day of ___________________, 20____.
Motion by: ________________________     Second by: ________________________
Timothy Fox                  ☐ Aye    ☐ Nay    ☐ Abstain    ☐ Absent
Sharon Briggs               ☐ Aye    ☐ Nay    ☐ Abstain    ☐ Absent
Kyle Cirincione             ☐ Aye    ☐ Nay    ☐ Abstain    ☐ Absent
Kari Ann Riebe		☐ Aye    ☐ Nay    ☐ Abstain    ☐ Absent

TOWN OF ALBERTON
_________________________________
Loreen M. Felstet, Mayor
Date: ____________________

ATTEST:
_________________________________
Shannon Cunio, Town Clerk-Treasurer
Date: ____________________




































RESOLUTION NO.  361
A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF ALBERTON
COUNCIL TO DISPOSE OF CERTAIN TOWN PROPERTY


WHEREAS, the items herein of town-owned property have served its useful life for the Town of Alberton’s purposes and needs are no longer being used or operated by the Town; and,


WHEREAS, the Town does not anticipate using or operating said property at any time in the future; and,


WHEREAS, Montana Code Annotated 7-8-4201 authorizes the Town Council to sell, dispose of donate or lease any property belonging to the Town; and,


NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the following item will be disposed of: 


SURPLUS FOR DISPOSAL

1. Dell laptop TOA-115				4. Calculator TOA-087
2. APC power converter TOA-103			5. Printer TOA-147
3. Dell computer TOA-158				6. Culligan water filter pitcher
							7. Monitor & tower TOA-160



DATED this 14th day of October 2026, after motion and second at a regular meeting of the Alberton Town Council. 

Approved:						Attest:

_____________________________			___________________________
Loreen M Felstet – Mayor				Aaron S Adams, Town Clerk








RESOLUTION NO.  362
A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF ALBERTON
COUNCIL TO SELL CERTAIN TOWN PROPERTY

WHEREAS, the items herein of town-owned property have served its useful life for the Town of Alberton’s purposes and needs are no longer being used or operated by the Town; and,

WHEREAS, the Town does not anticipate using or operating said property at any time in the future; and,

WHEREAS, Montana Code Annotated 7-8-4201 authorizes the Town Council to sell, dispose of donate or lease any property belonging to the Town; and,

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the following item will be sold: 

SURPLUS TO BE SOLD
1. A ring camera				5. A Keuring Coffee pot w/ pod storage platform
2. Fire hydrants					6. A backhoe Bobcat attachment
3. A John Deere riding lawn mower		7. A bingo machine
4. Two wireless computer keyboards		8. Misc. legal file guides and a Columnar pad

DATED this 14th day of October 2026, after motion and second at a regular meeting of the Alberton Town Council. 

Approved:						Attest:

_____________________________			___________________________
Loreen M Felstet – Mayor				Aaron S Adams, Town Clerk







BearSaver Cans for Hank Roat Memorial Park
Proposal to Alberton Town Council 
October 14, 2026

Background
The mission of the Bear Smart Alberton Working Group is to reduce human-bear conflicts in Alberton, Montana and the surrounding area. To support this mission, the “BearSaver Cans for Hank Roat Memorial Park” Project is aimed at reducing the amount of accessible attractants in public community gathering areas in Alberton Montana, by replacing 4 non-bear resistant garbage cans with 3 bear-resistant garbage cans at the local town park. Given the placement of the cans throughout the park, they are currently emptied into a larger can to be picked up the garbage hauler. This setup is expected to continue and therefore we are proposing BearSaver cans because these cans would be emptied into a larger bear-resistant can to be emptied by the garbage hauler. Installing bear-resistant cans here will provide a highly visible reminder of the town’s commitment to reducing human-bear conflicts while also effectively securing attractants. Bear Smart Alberton has received grant funding to cover the costs of the BearSaver cans and any additional needed installation materials. Volunteer time would be used for the installation.

Request
Bear Smart Alberton is requesting permission from the Alberton Town Council to proceed with the purchase and installation of two BearSaver cans in the Hank Roat Memorial Park. The BearSaver cans will replace the existing cans near the skate park, restrooms, and either the gazebo or entrance to the park near the parking lot. The cans will be placed on concrete or pavement bases. Alternateively, the can near the entrance could be converted to a dog waste only can. The Town Council has multiple options to customize the design. Bear Smart Alberton has received grant funding to cover the cost of the project, which is estimated to cost between $5,000 and $9,000, depending on the design choices below.
1) The cans can be single or double, which can also accommodate recycling. 
[image: ][image: ]
2) The cans come in 5 color options
[image: ]
3) Design: siding, laser cut graphics, or wraps
[image: ][image: ]
[image: ]
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