TOWN OF ALBERTON
MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
October 14, 2026

CALL TO ORDER
The special meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Alberton was called to order by Mayor Loreen Felstet at 7:00 PM on Wednesday, October 14, 2026, at the Alberton Community Center.

ROLL CALL
Present:
• Mayor Loreen Felstet
• Council President Timothy Fox
• Council Vice President Sharon Briggs
· Councilmember Kari Riebe

Absent:
• Councilmember Kyle Cirincione

A quorum is present.

Staff Present:
• Clerk-Treasurer: Aaron Adams
· Deputy Clerk Shannon Cunio
• Public Works Manager & Road and Maintenance: Charlei Jenkins


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those present.

PUBLIC COMMENT FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA

Correction from 09-15-26 minutes - Sharon Briggs wanted everyone to know that the Bear Smart Alberton is now officially a non-profit.  

REVIEW AND MOTION TO APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA
Motion: Sharon Briggs moved to approve the Consent Agenda, which included:

• Previous Meeting Minutes – Sept 8 and Sept 15, 2026
• Claims & Payroll for September 2026

Second: Kari Riebe.

Roll Call Vote:
• Timothy Fox: Yes
• Sharon Briggs: Yes
· Keri Riebe: Yes
• Kyle Cirincione: Absent

Motion carried unanimously.

STAFF REPORTS
• Clerk/Treasurer Aaron Adams – Aaron introduced himself and has been on the job for about 4 weeks. The first big project Aaron has been working on was applying for a grant to the Montana Urban and Community Forestry Association grant. It was not approved but did receive positive reviews. Aaron will be meeting with the regional urban forester next Thursday to update the tree inventory in town and receive training on the software to maintain and update the inventory into the future. In addition to this, Aaron has been updating the website and will be working with the staff to coordinate a working calendar.

• Deputy Clerk Shannon Cunio – Shannon was gone on vacation this pas month.  She is following up with the Montana Rural Water regarding the water and sewer rate evaluation in the next week.

• Public Works Manager Charlie Jenkins – Water usage is down, sprinklers are off, well was turned off mid-Sept this year, mapping and blowing out the sprinklers is happening tomorrow.

RLC and Master Meter did a walk-through on the warranty.  Still working with Master Meter to get all the meters working properly.  Will likely have to replace some but they are also bringing a different antenna.  The meters have a 10-year warranty.

Storm sewer drain near shop was dug out, foundation poured and a vault created.  Trees were trimmed near the office and parking lot. Cleanup for winter is in progress. A 12-foot section of sidewalk was replaced on 4th St that was damaged.  Handicap spots were marked in the parking lot, and the sidewalks have been cleaned up.

PFAS report was completed and will retest in June.  The DEQ will sponsor further testing.


MONTHLY REPORTS
• Sheriff's Office – Absent 

• Fire District – Absent

• County Planner – Absent

• Town Engineer –Absent

• Town Attorney – Absent

• Community Center Committee – Sharon Briggs. The backroom of the Center was cleaned up and organized. Rod George of the American Legion said the mobility equipment is theirs and it can be condensed and broken items removed.  Holiday decorations are being collected and will be going up soon.  The center is looking to hold more events.

• Community Center Events – Blue Cutler. 

Halloween – Sat Oct 31st.  Trunk or Treat, scavenger hunt in town along with games, activities and haunted library.

Christmas events – Nov 29th decorating day.  Dec 5th Christmas celebration, town stroll, tree lighting and Santa will be available for pictures. The Alberton Giving Tree in collaboration with the School and Helping Hands will be available Nov 19 with distribution on Dec 19th (items for the Giving Tree can be dropped off at the school).

Comment: Bob Summerfield really likes that the Town is starting to lead more events in Town.


OLD BUSINESS

PROPOSED ORDINANCE (Second Reading) – FIREARMS (Ordinance No. 9-2)

Motion: Tim Fox moved to accept the second reading.

Second: Sharon Briggs.

Roll Call Vote:
• Timothy Fox: Yes
• Sharon Briggs: Yes
· Kari Riebe: Yes
• Kyle Cirincione: Absent

Motion carried unanimously
APPROVAL TO MOVE TO FIRST SECURITY BANK OF MISSOULA

Motion: Tim Fox moved to approve.

Second: Kari Riebe

Roll Call Vote:
• Timothy Fox: Yes
• Sharon Briggs: Yes
· Kari Riebe: Yes
• Kyle Cirincione: Absent

Motion carried unanimously

NEW BUSINESS

PROPOSED RESOLUTION No. 361: Disposing of certain Town property.

Motion: Kari Riebe made a motion.

Second: Sharon Briggs.

Roll Call Vote:
• Timothy Fox: Yes
• Sharon Briggs: Yes
· Kari Riebe: Yes
• Kyle Cirincione: Absent

Motion carried unanimously.

PROPOSED RESOLUTION No. 362: Selling of certain Town property.

Discussion: Blue Cutler would possibly be interested in the Bingo machine. Notice will be posted when the decision to sell is made.

Motion: Sharon Briggs made a motion.

Second: Kari Riebe

Roll Call Vote:
• Timothy Fox: Yes
• Sharon Briggs: Yes
· Kari Riebe: Yes
• Kyle Cirincione: Absent

Motion carried unanimously.

APPROVAL OF BENCHES IN HANK ROAT PARK  - PEAK

Discussion: Erin Kelly proposed 2 benches donated to Hank Roat Park.  One will be by the small swings, and the other is to be determined.  They are a green composite and will be padlocked in place and movable.  PEAK will put badges on the bench of who donated.

Motion: Tim Fox moved to accept.

Second: Kari Riebe.

Roll Call Vote:
• Timothy Fox: Yes
• Sharon Briggs: Yes
· Kari Riebe: Yes
• Kyle Cirincione: Absent

Motion carried unanimously.

APPROVAL OF BEAR SAVER RECEPTACLES IN HANK ROAT PARK – BSA

Discussion: Jennifer Fortin-Noris proposed 3 bins for the park.  It was decided that we need 4 to replace the 4 we currently have and we would like all 4 to be double receptacles.  The current receptacles will be kept and moved around the Town on an as needed basis.  Colors and/or wraps will be decided by Town Office.  No cost to the Town and current bags will fit.  It’s currently unknown if the bins come with the inside receptacle. 

Motion: Tim Fox moved to accept

Second: Sharon Briggs

Roll Call Vote:
• Timothy Fox: Yes
• Sharon Briggs: Yes
· Kari Riebe: Yes
• Kyle Cirincione: Absent

APPROVAL OF RAISE FOR PUBLIC WORKS MANAGER, CHARLEI JENKINS

Discussion: Starts Oct 1, 2026 

Motion: Sharon Briggs moved to accept

Second: Kari Riebe

Roll Call Vote:
• Timothy Fox: Yes
• Sharon Briggs: Yes
· Kari Riebe: Yes
• Kyle Cirincione: Absent

Motion carried unanimously

DISCUSSION: Regarding a Committee of the Whole Meeting with Town Council.  It’s a meeting open to the public with no comments.  The schedule will be figured out by email to work with people’s schedules.

MAYORS REPORT
Utility billing receivables are ticking up again.  Over 30 days late are $9859.55 and over 90 days late is $5131.40 with 4 payment plans.  We are still looking for any information on assistance programs – water assistance is harder to find than electric assistance.

Town cleanup is still a focus.  Old cars and larger items in yards are a continued focus. We are compiling a list of vehicle removal help.

Recycling is not processed in Montana, but we will continue to work with Republic to come up with good alternatives.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Sharon Briggs knows a person that will tow any car unable to start to scrap.
Jennifer Fortin-Noris will investigate the name of another scrap hauler.
Charlei Jenkins suggested a “round up” program when people pay their utility bills to help those that are struggling to pay their bills
Keren Wolhart mentioned there are currently 6 historical buildings in town, there used to be 8 but 2 no longer apply.


ADJOURNMENT

Motion: Sharon Briggs moved to adjourn the meeting.

Second: Tim Fox.

Roll Call Vote:
• Timothy Fox: Yes
• Sharon Briggs: Yes
· Kari Riebe: Yes
• Kyle Cirincione: Absent

Motion carried unanimously. Meeting adjourned at approximately 9:00 PM.



Respectfully submitted, 
Signed:						Attest:	
_______________________________________		_______________________________________
LOREEN M FELSTET					SHANNON CUNIO
MAYOR						DEPUTY TOWN CLERK / TREASURER

PASSED, ADOPTED, AND FINALLY APPROVED by the Town Council of the Town of Alberton, Mineral County, State of Montana on the second reading following a public hearing at a regular session held on the _______ day of __________________, 2026.
Signed:						Attest:	
_______________________________________		_______________________________________
LOREEN M FELSTET					SHANNON CUNIO
MAYOR						DEPUTY TOWN CLERK / TREASURER
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