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TOWN OF ALBERTON 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

May 19, 2026 

CALL TO ORDER The Regular Meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Alberton was 
called to order at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 19, 2026, at the Alberton Community Center, 
701 Railroad Avenue, Alberton, Montana, by Mayor Loreen M. Felstet. 

ROLL CALL Present: 

• Mayor Loreen M. Felstet
• Council President Timothy Fox
• Council Vice President Sharon Briggs
• Councilmember Kyle Cirinciano

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE The Pledge of Allegiance to the flag of the United States of 
America was recited. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Mayor Felstet asked for comments on the April 7, 2026 minutes. No comments were 
offered from the Council. 

Motion: Councilmember Kyle Cirinciano moved to approve the minutes of the April 7, 2026 
Regular Town Council Meeting. 

Second: Council Vice President Sharon Briggs. 

Vote (Roll Call): 

• Sharon Briggs: Yes
• Timothy Fox: Yes
• Kyle Cirinciano: Yes

Motion carried unanimously. The April 7, 2026 minutes were approved as presented. 

Mayor Felstet then presented the minutes of the May 12, 2026 meeting (noted as a short 
meeting due to lack of quorum; continued as a public forum with open public comment). 

Motion: Councilmember Kyle Cirinciano moved to approve the minutes of the May 12, 
2026 meeting. 

Second: Council President Timothy Fox. 
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Vote (Roll Call): 

• Sharon Briggs: Yes 
• Timothy Fox: Yes 
• Kyle Cirinciano: Yes 

Motion carried unanimously. The May 12, 2026 minutes were approved. 

Councilmember Kyle Cirinciano apologized to the Council for his absence at the May 12 
meeting due to work scheduling confusion and being short-staffed. Council Vice President 
Sharon Briggs noted that Councilmember Cirinciano had called in and was present in 
Billings but misunderstood the rescheduled date. 

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS AND PAYROLL Mayor Felstet explained that payroll is handled via 
automatic deposit but claims require Council approval. She noted the impact of the 
missed May 12 meeting on bill payments and emphasized enforcement of utility fees and 
penalties. 

Motion: Council President Timothy Fox moved to approve payroll for the period. 

Second: Council Vice President Sharon Briggs. 

Vote (Roll Call): 

• Sharon Briggs: Yes 
• Timothy Fox: Yes 
• Kyle Cirinciano: Yes 

Motion carried unanimously. Payroll was approved. 

Motion: Council President Timothy Fox moved to approve the claims as presented. 

Second: Council Vice President Sharon Briggs. 

Vote (Roll Call): 

• Sharon Briggs: Yes 
• Timothy Fox: Yes 
• Kyle Cirinciano: Yes 

Motion carried unanimously. Claims were approved. 

REPORTS 
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Sheriff’s Office Quarterly Report – Deputy provided the report: 76 calls for service from 
Alberton last month; 80.75 hours of patrol; increased traffic enforcement with warmer 
weather; Deputy Hughes on medical leave; other deputies’ hours detailed. 

Mayor’s Report – Mayor Felstad discussed utility billing delinquencies (30-day: 
$12,922.92; 60-day: $9,142.02; 90-day: $7,746.34; 120+ day: $6,630.17; total past due 
approximately $21,609). Outreach to residents and resource referrals were made. Budget 
amendment meeting scheduling was addressed. 

Clerk-Treasurer Report – Jaylyn Rowley reported on the five-day Municipal Institute 
training, emphasizing the complexity of the clerk-treasurer role in a small town. She 
addressed an anonymous concern regarding the order of agenda items (placement of 
Mayor’s Report before staff reports), confirming it was her decision for organizational flow 
and consistent with Montana law. 

Public Works Report – Charlei Jenkins reported on water usage increases (up to 70,000 
gallons/day), leaks, wastewater BOD exceedance, sample courier changes, recent repairs 
(water main break, flagpole), park maintenance, and upcoming water licensing training. 

OLD BUSINESS 

Right-of-Way Structure Removal – Mayor Felstet reported that the building had been 
removed per the signed agreement (minor items and trailer portion pending). Gratitude was 
expressed for the property owner’s communication and compliance. The item was 
removed from the agenda. 

Road Maintenance / Dust Abatement – Discussion of quotes received ($9,548.25 and 
$12,258.80) and alternatives (Mineral County, magnesium chloride, etc.). Public input was 
received. 

Motion: Council President Timothy Fox moved to table the road maintenance and dust 
abatement item until after the budget amendment meeting. 

Second: Councilmember Kyle Cirinciano. 

Vote (Roll Call): 

• Sharon Briggs: Yes 
• Timothy Fox: Yes 
• Kyle Cirinciano: Yes 

Motion carried unanimously. Item tabled. 

NEW BUSINESS 
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TOWN OF ALBERTON 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

May 26, 2026 

CALL TO ORDER The Special Meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Alberton was 
called to order at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 26, 2026, at the Alberton Community Center, 
701 Railroad Avenue, Alberton, Montana, by Mayor Loreen M. Felstet (presiding 
officer/chairperson). 

ROLL CALL Present: 

• Mayor Loreen M. Felstet 
• Council President Timothy Fox 
• Council Vice President Sharon Briggs 
• Councilmember Kyle Cirinciano 

QUORUM A quorum was present. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE The Pledge of Allegiance to the flag of the United States of 
America was recited. 

PUBLIC COMMENT Public comment was opened. Members of the public expressed 
concerns regarding the fairness and sequencing of the candidate selection process for the 
vacant council seat, noting that interviews had occurred prior to full discussion of legal and 
procedural issues. 

AGENDA ITEM: FILLING VACANT COUNCIL SEAT – CANDIDATE INTERVIEWS & 
PROCEDURAL REVIEW Standardized interview questions had previously been asked of the 
candidates (Carrie [last name], Harish Bharadwaj, and one additional candidate), with 
each given equal time to respond. 

The Deputy County Attorney reviewed pre-meeting communications (text messages) 
among council members and advised that they raised concerns under Montana’s Open 
Meetings Law (MCA 2-3-213) regarding quorum and process validity. 

Council President Timothy Fox formally recused himself from further participation in the 
selection process. 

Councilmember Kyle Cirinciano also recused himself. 
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TOWN OF ALBERTON 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

June 2, 2026 

CALL TO ORDER The Regular Meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Alberton was 
called to order at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, June 2, 2026, at the Alberton Community Center, 
701 Railroad Avenue, Alberton, Montana, by Mayor Loreen M. Felstet (presiding 
officer/chairperson). 

ROLL CALL Present: 

• Mayor Loreen M. Felstet 
• Council President Timothy Fox 
• Councilmember Kyle Cirinciano 

Not Present: 

• Council Vice President Sharon Briggs 

QUORUM A quorum was present. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE The Pledge of Allegiance to the flag of the United States of 
America was recited. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES No minutes were presented for review (they were not able to be 
prepared in time). This item was carried over. 

PUBLIC COMMENT Public comments were received on topics including BearSmart trash 
can initiatives, dust abatement concerns, utility billing, and general community matters. 

STAFF REPORTS 

Fire Department Report – Presented by the Fire Chief (department activities and updates). 

Sheriff’s Office Report – Presented (calls for service, enforcement, and operational 
updates). 

Mayor’s Report – Mayor Felstet provided updates on municipal operations, budget 
matters, and community initiatives. 

Public Works / Engineer Report – Charlie Jenkins and/or the town engineer reported on 
water/sewer infrastructure, dust abatement, utility collections, and ongoing projects. 
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OLD BUSINESS Discussion continued on previously tabled items including road 
maintenance and dust abatement. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Resolution 355 (Consent Agenda): Motion: Kyle Cirincione moved to approve Resolution 
354. 

Second: Timothy Fox 

Vote (Roll Call): 

• Timothy Fox: Yes
• Kyle Cirinciano: Yes

Motion carried unanimously. Resolution 355 was approved. 

Resolution 354 (Approval of Out-of-Cycle Claims: Motion: Timothy Fox moved to 
approved Resolution 354 as written. 

Second: Kyle Cirincione 

Vote (Roll Call): 

• Timothy Fox: Yes
• Kyle Cirinciano: Yes

Motion carried unanimously. Resolution 354 was approved. 

Ordinance 2026-06-01 (Meeting Dates / Related): Motion: Kyle Cirincione moved to 
adopt Ordinance 2026-06-01. 

Second: Timothy Fox. 

Vote (Roll Call):  

• Timothy Fox: No
• Kyle Cirincione: Yes

Motion Failed (specific votes per discussion; ordinance did not pass first reading). 

Ordinance 2026-06-02 (Firearms): Motion: Timothy Fox moved to table the first reading 
until it has been approved by the town attorney. 

Second: Kyle Cirincione 

Vote (Roll Call):  
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TOWN OF ALBERTON 
STAFF REPORT 

TO: Mayor and Town Council 
FROM: JAYLYN ROWLEY, Town Clerk-Treasurer 
DATE: July 7, 2026 
RE: Town Council Meeting Staff Report 

Website. The Town's new official website is live at albertonmontana.com. I designed, built, 
and populated it in-house—about 8 hours of office time, under $200 as a one-time cost at 
my $20/hour rate, with no additional fees for the site, domain, or email. It includes three 
news posts, a live community calendar, and four meetings' worth of agendas, packets, and 
audio recordings on the Public Meetings page. For comparison, the prior website 
administrator billed $1,139.99 over about ten weeks (March 21–May 27) after discounts, 
with claimed value around $1,852. Every Council member and staff person now has an 
official Town email under the domain—contact me for your login and server settings. 

Notary. I'm now a commissioned notary as of June 4th. The Town can handle notarizations 
in-house going forward. 

Utility account cleanup. The office has made real progress cleaning up utility accounts. 
We've collected on numerous past-due accounts, verified prior liens with Mineral County, 
and corrected a number of account errors. Some meters hadn't been reading for months—
we obtained manual reads and brought those accounts current. We also found accounts 
where the base rate had been set to zero for no apparent reason, meaning those customers 
weren't being billed the regular base charge; those are now corrected. Accounts are getting 
cleaned up and paid. 

Operating manual / process improvement. I've been writing an operating manual 
documenting the clerk's functions, which has helped streamline and standardize the 
office's work. That said, much of the work remains manual—deposit slips prepared by 
hand, deposits physically carried to the bank, every payment keyed in individually—so the 
office stays labor-intensive regardless of these improvements. 

Agenda Deadline. The office met the applicable agenda deadline last Wednesday. It had 
previously been understood that the office was held only to the State's guidelines; the 
stricter requirement now being met is established by the Town's own ordinances. 

Monthly Workload. The following is offered as a candid account of the monthly workload 
for Council's consideration. For roughly two weeks of every month, the office is fully 
occupied. Utility bills are due on the 20th, and the majority of payments arrive just before 
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and shortly after that date, producing a concentrated wave of manual posting and deposit 
work. That surge runs directly into the month-end period: utility billing and payroll are both 
issued between the 25th and month-end, and month-end procedures, claims processing, 
beginning-of-month procedures (bank reconciliations, posting of prior-month receipts and 
disbursements, the monthly financial report and claims register, payroll tax deposits and 
withholding remittances, and utility posting and late notices), together with Council 
meeting preparation, all fall within that same window. 

The office has also seen a marked increase in public records requests. Fulfilling records 
requests within the timelines required by Montana's right-to-know provisions is a 
mandatory legal obligation, and this work competes directly with payroll, claims, and the 
month-end functions described above. It is a growing, non-discretionary demand on an 
office already operating beyond its budgeted hours. 

The clerk-treasurer carries the full scope of the office personally. In a town of this size there 
are no dedicated staff among whom these functions are divided. Under Montana law and 
the Municipal Officials Handbook, the clerk-treasurer of a council-mayor town serves 
simultaneously as the municipality's Chief Financial Officer, an Executive-branch 
Department Head, and Administrative Assistant to the mayor. The duties include 
maintaining the accounting system and financial records; overseeing the accounting 
function and ensuring its accuracy (temporarily contracted to the Montana League of Cities 
and Towns, but remaining the clerk's responsibility and intended to return in-house); billing 
and collecting utility fees; taking payments from residents in-person; processing all claims; 
running payroll and remitting payroll taxes; assisting with the annual budget across 
numerous governmental funds; preparing the state-required Annual Financial Report; 
posting notice of and preparing minutes for all Council meetings; authenticating 
ordinances and resolutions and maintaining the ordinance book; safeguarding all town 
records; serving as administrative assistant to the mayor and preparing the agenda; 
answering resident inquiries; administering the Town's website; and developing improved 
resident communications. The position is simultaneously operational and managerial. 

An additional factor has materially increased the office's clerical load. Under the prior 
administration, the mayor was reportedly present in the office only occasionally, and the 
clerk's statutory role as administrative assistant to the mayor required relatively little day-
to-day support. The current mayor maintains a full-time, in-office presence—a positive for 
the Town's governance—but this activates the administrative-assistant function in full and 
substantially increases the volume of clerical and administrative support the clerk 
provides. In effect, a statutory duty that was largely dormant is now a daily and significant 
part of the workload. 
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The present arrangement depends on uncompensated assistance. During the month-end 
crunch, the volume of work exceeds what one person can complete in budgeted hours, and 
basic clerical overflow—such as stuffing, stamping, and mailing past-due utility notices—
is currently absorbed through additional unpaid time rather than paid staff hours. The Town 
would have to pay for this work if it were performed under a normal arrangement. The office 
is running on an informal subsidy of unpaid labor that Council should not rely upon going 
forward. 

Separately, the cleanup and reorganization of the office remains necessary and ongoing. 
These are projects—the website among them—that require time not accounted for within 
the clerk's regular budgeted operating hours. 

Recommendation. Much of the strain described above stems not from the total volume of 
work but from its timing—the concentration of utility billing, payroll, month-end and 
beginning-of-month procedures, and Council meeting preparation into the same two-week 
window each month. Separating Council meeting preparation from that window would 
meaningfully relieve the crunch at no cost to the Town. 

The Clerk-Treasurer therefore requests that Council adopt the pending ordinance allowing 
the regularly scheduled Council meeting date to be set by resolution. Setting the meeting 
schedule by resolution gives Council the flexibility to place meetings on a date that does 
not coincide with the month-end billing and payroll workload, and to adjust that date in the 
future without amending the ordinance each time. The ordinance is already drafted and 
ready for Council's consideration. 

This report is also intended to give Council a clear picture of the office's responsibilities 
and workload, which the Clerk-Treasurer expects will inform future discussion regarding 
appropriate staffing and compensation for the position. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2026-06-03 

An Ordinance Amending Chapters 4-2 and 4-4 of Title 4 of the Alberton Town Code to 
Remove Specific Dollar Amounts from Ordinance Text and Authorize the Town Council 

to Establish and Amend Utility Rates, Fees, and Penalties by Resolution 

WHEREAS, the Town of Alberton currently maintains specific dollar amounts for water and 
sewer utility rates, fees, and penalties within the text of Title 4 of the Alberton Town Code, 
including but not limited to reconnection fees, late payment penalties, service deposit 
amounts, hookup fees, and misdemeanor fine minimums; and 

WHEREAS, the Town of Alberton also maintains a specific disconnection notice schedule 
within the text of Section 4-2-5(1) of the Alberton Town Code, setting forth the timing and 
sequence of notices required prior to disconnection of water service for nonpayment; and 

WHEREAS, embedding specific dollar amounts and procedural schedules within 
ordinance text requires the Town Council to undertake the full two-reading ordinance 
adoption process, which takes a minimum of twelve (12) days under Montana law, each 
time rates, fees, penalties, or notice procedures require adjustment; and 

WHEREAS, the operational and financial needs of the Town's water and sewer systems 
require the ability to adjust rates, fees, penalties, and administrative procedures in a timely 
manner in response to annual budget requirements, infrastructure costs, grant conditions, 
inflationary pressures, banking and collection costs, and other factors affecting municipal 
utility operations; and 

WHEREAS, Montana Code Annotated § 69-7-101 authorizes the Town to regulate, 
establish, and change, as it considers proper, rates, charges, and classifications imposed 
for utility services to its inhabitants and other persons served by the municipal systems, 
provided that rates, charges, and classifications are reasonable and just; and 

WHEREAS, Montana Code Annotated § 69-7-111 requires the Town Council to order a 
public hearing before regulating, establishing, or changing rates, charges, or classifications 
imposed on utility customers, with notice published and mailed as required by that 
section; and 

WHEREAS, the disconnection notice schedule is a procedural administrative matter and 
not a rate, charge, or classification subject to the public hearing requirement of § 69-7-111, 
and may therefore be established and amended by resolution of the Town Council without 
a public hearing; and 
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WHEREAS, several provisions of Title 4 already contemplate rate-setting by resolution of 
the Town Council following public hearing, and this Ordinance extends that mechanism 
uniformly to all utility rates, fees, and penalties currently hardcoded in ordinance text; and 

WHEREAS, the Town Council finds that authorizing the establishment and adjustment of 
utility rates, fees, penalties, and the disconnection notice schedule by resolution is in the 
best interest of the Town of Alberton and its residents; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council of the Town of Alberton, 
Montana, as follows: 

Section 1. Amendment of Section 4-2-5 (Penalties — Water Service Lines). 

Section 4-2-5(1) of Chapter 4-2 of Title 4 of the Alberton Town Code is hereby amended to 
read as follows: 

"4-2-5 Penalties. 

1) Each and every violation of the rules and regulations established by this Ordinance will 
constitute a misdemeanor, and the offending party shall be subject to a fine as established 
by resolution of the Town Council, not to exceed the maximum permitted by Montana law. 
When the offense is one relating to plumbing, leakage, or other illegal use or waste of water, 
the registrar may stop the supply of water to the offender. When water has been turned off 
for violation of these rules and regulations, the water registrar may withhold the water until 
all dues and penalties have been paid in full, plus a reconnection fee as established by 
resolution of the Town Council. The notice and disconnection schedule applicable to 
delinquent accounts shall be as established by resolution of the Town Council pursuant to 
Section 3A of Ordinance No. 2026-06-03." 

Section 2. Amendment of Section 4-2-4 (General Rules and Regulations — 
Reconnection Fee). 

The paragraph of Section 4-2-4 of Chapter 4-2 entitled "Shut off-Turn on – Fee" is hereby 
amended to read as follows: 

"Shut off/Turn on Fee. When the water has been shut off at the curb box it shall not be 
turned on by any person except an employee of the water/sewer department. If the water is 
turned on by anyone other than an employee of the Town water/sewer department the 
water shall be immediately shut off and the property owner must pay a reconnection fee as 
established by resolution of the Town Council before the water shall again be turned on. In 
addition the party turning the water on shall be in violation of this ordinance and may be 
punished as provided in this chapter." 
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Section 3. Amendment of Section 4-2-4 (General Rules and Regulations — Paragraph 
10, Reconnection for Non-Payment). 

The provision in Section 4-2-4, Paragraph 10, relating to reconnection charges for non-
payment is hereby amended to read as follows: 

"There will be a reconnection fee as established by resolution of the Town Council to have 
water reconnected for any service that was turned off for non-payment of services." 

Section 3A. Amendment of Section 4-2-5(1) — Disconnection Notice Schedule. 

The specific disconnection notice schedule currently set forth in Section 4-2-5(1) of 
Chapter 4-2 of Title 4 of the Alberton Town Code — providing that a late notice shall be sent 
in the first week of the month following a delinquency, a disconnect notice in the second 
week, and a 24-hour disconnect notice in the third week — is hereby removed from the 
ordinance text and replaced with the following: 

"The schedule of notices, timing, and steps required prior to disconnection of water service 
for nonpayment, including but not limited to the issuance of late notices, disconnect 
notices, and final 24-hour disconnect notices, shall be established and amended from time 
to time by resolution of the Town Council. The current Notice and Disconnection Schedule 
shall be maintained on file with the Town Clerk-Treasurer, shall be posted at Town Hall in a 
publicly accessible location, and shall be made available to utility customers upon 
request. No disconnection of service for nonpayment shall occur without notice to the 
property owner in accordance with the then-current adopted schedule and all applicable 
Montana law." 

Section 4. Amendment of Section 4-4-2 (Equitable Rates — Sewer System). 

Section 4-4-2 of Chapter 4-4 of Title 4 of the Alberton Town Code is hereby amended to 
read as follows: 

"4-4-2 Equitable Rates. Rates for sewer service shall be set from time to time by resolution 
of the Town Council, following public notice and a public hearing as required by Montana 
Code Annotated § 69-7-111. A schedule of current rates shall be maintained on file with the 
Town Clerk-Treasurer and shall be available to the public upon request." 

Section 5. Amendment of Section 4-4-10 (Water/Sewer Hook-Up Formula). 

Section 4-4-10 of Chapter 4-4 of Title 4 of the Alberton Town Code is hereby amended to 
read as follows: 

"4-4-10 Water/Sewer Hook-Up Fees. Water and sewer hook-up (connection) fees shall be 
established and adjusted from time to time by resolution of the Town Council, following 
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public notice and a public hearing as required by Montana Code Annotated § 69-7-111. All 
fees for water hook-up must be paid in full before the water connection can occur. All fees 
for sewer hook-up must be paid in full before the sewer connection can occur. A schedule 
of current hook-up fees shall be maintained on file with the Town Clerk-Treasurer and shall 
be available to the public upon request." 

Section 6. General Rate and Fee Schedule. 

The Town Council shall, by resolution following required public notice and hearing as 
provided in Montana Code Annotated § 69-7-111, adopt and maintain a current Schedule of 
Utility Rates, Fees, and Penalties ("Rate Schedule") that establishes specific dollar 
amounts for all of the following, at minimum: 

(a) Monthly water base rate (metered and unmetered); 
(b) Monthly sewer service rate; 
(c) Water service deposit; 
(d) Water and sewer hook-up (connection) fees; 
(e) Disconnection fee — the administrative fee charged when service is disconnected for 
nonpayment or violation; 
(f) Reconnection fee — the fee charged to restore service following disconnection for 
nonpayment, violation, or unauthorized shut-off; 
(g) Account transfer fee — the fee charged when responsibility for a utility account is 
transferred from one party to another, including but not limited to: transfer to a new tenant 
upon move-in; transfer back to the property owner upon a tenant vacating; and transfer 
upon change of property ownership; 
(h) Meter testing fee — charged when a meter is tested at a customer's request and found 
to be functioning correctly; 
(i) Unauthorized reconnection penalty fee — charged when service has been restored by 
any person other than an authorized Town employee; 
(j) Late payment fee — a flat fee charged when a utility bill is not paid by the due date; 
(k) Interest on delinquent accounts — the rate of interest charged on unpaid balances, 
expressed as a monthly or annual percentage rate; 
(l) NSF fee — the fee charged when a payment is returned for insufficient funds or against a 
closed account; 
(m) Lien filing fee — the administrative cost charged to a delinquent account when the 
Town is required to file or record a lien against real property for unpaid utility charges 
pursuant to the authority established in Section 4-4-4 of the Alberton Town Code; 
(n) Notice and collection fee — the administrative cost charged to a delinquent account 
when Town staff is required to post physical notices at a property, including door notices 
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and posted disconnect warnings, in connection with the collection and disconnection 
process; 
(o) Any other utility fee or penalty currently established or hereafter authorized by 
ordinance. 

The Rate Schedule shall be maintained on file with the Town Clerk-Treasurer, shall be 
posted in a publicly accessible location at Town Hall, and shall be made available to utility 
customers upon request. Any adjustment to the Rate Schedule shall be made by resolution 
of the Town Council after public notice and a public hearing as required by Montana Code 
Annotated § 69-7-111. 

The Town Council shall also adopt and may amend a Notice and Disconnection Schedule 
by resolution, as provided in Section 3A of this Ordinance. The Notice and Disconnection 
Schedule is a procedural administrative matter and is not a rate, charge, or classification 
subject to the public hearing requirement of Montana Code Annotated § 69-7-111; it may 
therefore be established and amended by resolution of the Town Council without a public 
hearing, except as otherwise required by Montana law. 

Section 7. Existing Resolutions Preserved. 

All resolutions previously adopted by the Town Council establishing utility rates, fees, or 
penalties, including but not limited to Resolution No. 336, Resolution No. 338, Resolution 
No. 343, and any subsequent rate resolutions, remain in full force and effect until amended 
or superseded by subsequent resolution of the Town Council. 

Section 8. Repeal of Conflicting Provisions. 

All prior ordinances, resolutions, or motions of the Town Council that embed specific dollar 
amounts for utility rates, fees, or penalties, or that set a specific disconnection notice 
schedule, within the text of Title 4 of the Alberton Town Code, and that are inconsistent with 
the delegation of authority established by this Ordinance, are hereby repealed to the extent 
of such conflict. 

Section 9. Savings Clause. 

If any provision of this Ordinance or its application to any person or circumstance is held 
invalid, the remainder of the Ordinance and the application of its provisions to other 
persons or circumstances shall not be affected. 

Section 10. Effective Date. 

This Ordinance shall take effect thirty (30) days after final passage on second reading, as 
required by Montana Code Annotated § 7-5-105. The Town Clerk-Treasurer is directed to 
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cause this Ordinance to be posted in accordance with Section 1-2-2 of the Alberton Town 
Code following first reading and provisional adoption. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Town Council and Mayor of the Town of Alberton, Mineral 
County, State of Montana the _______ (day) of ________________ (month), 2026. 

Approved: Attest: 

___________________________________ ___________________________________ 
LOREEN M FELSTET JAYLYN ROWLEY,  
MAYOR TOWN CLERK / TREASURER 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2026-06-01 

An Ordinance Amending Sections 1-6-1 and 1-6-3 of Chapter 1-6 of Title 1 of the 
Alberton Town Code to Remove the Specific Date and Time of Regular Town Council 
Meetings from Ordinance Text, Authorize the Town Council to Establish and Amend the 
Regular Meeting Schedule by Resolution, and Correct the Special Meetings Provision 
to Conform with Montana Law 

WHEREAS, Section 1-6-1 of the Alberton Town Code currently provides that the Town 
Council shall hold regular meetings on the first Tuesday of each month, and Section 1-6-3 
currently provides that meetings shall convene at 7:00 p.m.; and 

WHEREAS, embedding the specific day and time of regular meetings within ordinance text 
requires the Town Council to undertake the full two-reading ordinance adoption process, 
which takes a minimum of twelve (12) days under Montana law, each time an adjustment 
to the meeting schedule is needed; and 

WHEREAS, the Town Council finds it more practical and efficient to establish and adjust 
the regular meeting schedule — including day, time, and location — by resolution, which 
takes effect immediately upon adoption; and 

WHEREAS, Section 1-6-1 currently provides that special meetings may be called by the 
Mayor or at the written request of three (3) members of the Council, but Montana Code 
Annotated §§ 7-5-4102(1)(c) and 7-5-4122 vest the authority to call a special meeting solely 
in the Mayor, and the council-member request language is therefore in conflict with state 
law and must be removed; and 

WHEREAS, the Town Council finds that these amendments serve the efficient and lawful 
conduct of Town government; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council of the Town of Alberton, 
Montana, as follows: 

Section 1. Amendment of Section 1-6-1 (Meetings). 

Section 1-6-1 of Chapter 1-6 of Title 1 of the Alberton Town Code is hereby amended to read 
as follows: 

"1-6-1 Meetings. The Town Council shall hold regular meetings for the transaction of 
municipal business at such day, time, and location as shall be established from time to 
time by resolution of the Town Council. The current regular meeting schedule shall be 
maintained on file with the Town Clerk and shall be posted at Town Hall and such other 
public locations as required by Section 1-2-2 of this Code. The Council may also hold such 
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other meetings to which the Council, by order, may adjourn, or which may be otherwise 
called. 

Special meetings may be called only by the Mayor. The Mayor shall state by written 
message to the Town Clerk the object of the special meeting, and the business of any 
special meeting shall be restricted to the object stated, consistent with Montana Code 
Annotated §§ 7-5-4102(1)(c) and 7-5-4122." 

Section 2. Amendment of Section 1-6-3 (Proceedings of Meeting). 

Section 1-6-3 of Chapter 1-6 of Title 1 of the Alberton Town Code is hereby amended to 
read as follows: 

"1-6-3 Proceedings of Meeting. The Town Council shall convene and be called to order by 
the Mayor, or in his/her absence by the President of the Council, at the day and time 
established by resolution of the Town Council pursuant to Section 1-6-1, and the Town Clerk 
shall proceed to call the roll, and record in the minutes the names of all members present, 
and note the absentees, and announce whether or not a quorum is present. All meetings 
shall be held at the location established by resolution of the Town Council pursuant to 
Section 1-6-1, unless otherwise ordered." 

Section 3. Repeal of Conflicting Provisions. 

All prior ordinances, resolutions, or motions of the Town Council establishing the regular 
meeting date, time, or location that are inconsistent with this Ordinance are hereby 
repealed to the extent of such conflict. 

Section 4. Savings Clause. 

If any provision of this Ordinance or its application to any person or circumstance is held 
invalid, the remainder of the Ordinance and the application of its provisions to other 
persons or circumstances shall not be affected. 

Section 5. Effective Date. 

This Ordinance shall take effect thirty (30) days after final passage on second reading, as 
required by Montana Code Annotated § 7-5-105. The Town Clerk is directed to provide 
public notice of this Ordinance in accordance with Section 1-2-2 of the Alberton Town 
Code following first reading and provisional adoption. 

PROVISIONALLY PASSED and ADOPTED by the Town Council of the Town of Alberton, 
Mineral County, State of Montana, upon first reading at a regular session thereof held on 
the _______ day of __________________, 2026. 
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Signed:      Attest:  

_______________________________________  _______________________________________ 
LOREEN M FELSTET     JAYLYN ROWLEY  
MAYOR      TOWN CLERK / TREASURER 

PASSED, ADOPTED, AND FINALLY APPROVED by the Town Council of the Town of 
Alberton, Mineral County, State of Montana on the second reading following a public 
hearing at a regular session held on the _______ day of __________________, 2026. 

Signed:      Attest:  

_______________________________________  _______________________________________ 
LOREEN M FELSTET     JAYLYN ROWLEY  
MAYOR      TOWN CLERK / TREASURER 

 

Approve as to Form: 

_______________________________________  
WALTER CONGDEN  
TOWN ATTORNEY 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2026-06-02 

An Ordinance of the Town of Alberton, Montana, Regulating the Discharge of Firearms 
Within Town Limits and the Carrying of Firearms in Publicly Owned and Occupied Town 

Buildings, Consistent with Montana Code Annotated § 45-8-351 

WHEREAS, the Town of Alberton is an incorporated municipality in Mineral County, 
Montana, governed by a mayor and town council under the commission-executive form of 
government; and 

WHEREAS, the nearest law enforcement office is located at a significant distance from the 
Town, and the Town has no municipal police force, creating a practical need for residents 
and visitors to be able to carry firearms for personal protection while on town property; and 

WHEREAS, the Montana Constitution, Article II, Section 12, recognizes the right of any 
person to keep or bear arms in defense of home, person, and property; and 

WHEREAS, Montana Code Annotated § 45-8-351(1) provides that a local government unit 
may not prohibit, register, tax, license, or regulate the purchase, sale, transfer, ownership, 
possession, transportation, use, or unconcealed carrying of any weapon, except as 
specifically provided in § 45-8-351(2); and 

WHEREAS, Montana Code Annotated § 45-8-351(2)(a) expressly authorizes a city or town to 
regulate the discharge of firearms within town limits for public safety purposes, and 
authorizes a local government unit to prevent and suppress the carrying of unpermitted 
concealed weapons or the carrying of unconcealed weapons to a publicly owned and 
occupied building under its jurisdiction; and 

WHEREAS, Montana Code Annotated § 45-8-329 provides that a concealed weapon permit 
from another state is valid in Montana if the permit holder has the permit in immediate 
possession, carries official photo identification, and the issuing state requires a criminal 
records background check prior to issuance; and 

WHEREAS, the Town Council finds that persons holding a valid Montana Concealed 
Weapon Permit issued under MCA §§ 45-8-321 through 45-8-324, or a concealed weapon 
permit from another state recognized under MCA § 45-8-329, have undergone criminal 
background screening and represent a class of carry-qualified persons the Town has no 
basis to exclude from town buildings; and 

WHEREAS, the Town Council finds that the regulations set forth in this Ordinance serve 
public safety while respecting the constitutional and statutory rights of residents and 
visitors; 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council of the Town of Alberton, 
Montana, as follows: 

Section 1. Title. 

This Ordinance shall be known and may be cited as the "Town of Alberton Firearms 
Regulation Ordinance." 

Section 2. Definitions. 

For purposes of this Ordinance, the following definitions apply: 

(a) Firearm means any weapon designed or adapted to expel a projectile by the action of an
explosive.

(b) Unconcealed firearm means a firearm carried on the person in a manner that is visible
to others and not concealed or covered by clothing or another object.

(c) Concealed firearm means a firearm carried on the person that is wholly or partially
covered by clothing or another object so as not to be visible to others.

(d) Valid permit means a Montana Concealed Weapon Permit issued pursuant to MCA §§
45-8-321 through 45-8-324, or a concealed weapon permit issued by another state that is
recognized as valid in Montana under MCA § 45-8-329, carried in immediate possession
together with official photo identification.

(e) Publicly owned and occupied building means any building or structure owned or leased
by the Town of Alberton and regularly occupied by town employees or officials in the
conduct of town business, including Town Hall and the Alberton Community Center when
in use for official town functions.

(f) Peace officer has the meaning provided in MCA § 46-1-202.

Section 3. Discharge of Firearms Prohibited. 

(a) Except as provided in subsection (b), it is unlawful for any person to discharge a firearm
within the corporate limits of the Town of Alberton.

(b) The prohibition in subsection (a) does not apply to:

(1) A person acting in lawful self-defense or defense of another as authorized under
Montana law;

(2) A peace officer acting in the lawful performance of official duties;
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(3) Discharge at a shooting range or facility expressly authorized by resolution of the Town
Council.

Section 4. Carrying of Firearms in Publicly Owned and Occupied Town Buildings. 

(a) General rule. Except as provided in subsection (b), a person may not carry or possess a
firearm, whether concealed or unconcealed, in any publicly owned and occupied building
of the Town of Alberton.

(b) Exceptions. The prohibition in subsection (a) does not apply to:

(1) A peace officer acting in the performance of official duties;

(2) A person holding a valid permit as defined in Section 2(d) of this Ordinance, who
carries the permit and required photo identification in immediate possession;

(3) Any other person expressly authorized by state or federal law to carry a firearm in
such locations.

(c) Notice. The Town Clerk-Treasurer shall cause signage to be posted at the public
entrance of each publicly owned and occupied building subject to this section, stating that
unauthorized carrying of firearms is prohibited but that valid permit holders are welcome to
carry consistent with this Ordinance.

Section 5. Scope and Limitations. 

(a) Nothing in this Ordinance shall be construed to regulate, restrict, or prohibit the open
carry of firearms on public streets, sidewalks, parks, or other public property of the Town of
Alberton, except as expressly authorized by MCA § 45-8-351.

(b) Nothing in this Ordinance shall be construed to regulate the purchase, sale, transfer,
ownership, transportation, or possession of firearms beyond what is expressly authorized
by MCA § 45-8-351.

(c) Nothing in this Ordinance shall be construed to prohibit the legitimate display of
firearms at shows or other public occasions by collectors and others, or to prohibit the
legitimate transportation of firearms through the Town, consistent with MCA § 45-8-
351(2)(b).

(d) Nothing in this Ordinance shall be construed to permit any conduct prohibited by state
or federal law.

Section 6. Penalties. 
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Any person who violates Section 3 or Section 4(a) of this Ordinance is guilty of a 
misdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall be subject to a fine not to exceed five hundred 
dollars ($500.00) or imprisonment in the county jail not to exceed six (6) months, or both, 
consistent with MCA §§ 7-5-109 and 7-5-4207. 

Section 7. Repeal of Conflicting Provisions. 

All prior ordinances, resolutions, or motions of the Town Council inconsistent with this 
Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict. 

Section 8. Savings Clause. 

If any provision of this Ordinance or its application to any person or circumstance is held 
invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of the Ordinance and the 
application of its provisions to other persons or circumstances shall not be affected. 

Section 9. Conformity with State Law. 

This Ordinance is enacted in reliance upon the authority granted to the Town by Montana 
Code Annotated § 45-8-351 as it exists at the time of adoption, and is intended to operate 
only to the extent permitted by controlling Montana law as it may be amended from time to 
time. If any provision of this Ordinance is or becomes inconsistent with, unauthorized by, or 
preempted by any amendment to Montana law, that provision shall automatically be 
deemed suspended and unenforceable to the extent of such inconsistency or preemption, 
without affecting the remainder of the Ordinance. The Town Council shall review and, if 
necessary, amend this Ordinance following any legislative amendment to MCA § 45-8-351 
or other applicable state law. 

Section 10. Effective Date. 

This Ordinance shall take effect thirty (30) days after final passage on second reading, as 
required by Montana Code Annotated § 7-5-105. The Town Clerk-Treasurer is directed to 
cause this Ordinance to be posted in accordance with Section 1-2-2 of the Alberton Town 
Code following first reading and provisional adoption. 

PROVISIONALLY PASSED and ADOPTED by the Town Council of the Town of Alberton, 
Mineral County, State of Montana, upon first reading at a regular session thereof held on 
the _______ day of __________________, 2026. 

Signed:      Attest:  

_______________________________________  _______________________________________ 
LOREEN M FELSTET     JAYLYN ROWLEY  
MAYOR      TOWN CLERK / TREASURER 
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PASSED, ADOPTED, AND FINALLY APPROVED by the Town Council of the Town of 
Alberton, Mineral County, State of Montana on the second reading following a public 
hearing at a regular session held on the _______ day of __________________, 2026. 

Signed:      Attest:  

_______________________________________  _______________________________________ 
LOREEN M FELSTET     JAYLYN ROWLEY  
MAYOR      TOWN CLERK / TREASURER 

 

Approve as to Form: 

_______________________________________  
WALTER CONGDEN  
TOWN ATTORNEY 

 



RESOLUTION NO. _______ 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING A COMPENSATION ADJUSTMENT FOR THE TOWN CLERK 

WHEREAS, the Town Clerk has obtained Notary Public certification; and 

WHEREAS, it has been the standard practice of the Town to provide a $3.00 per hour 
increase in compensation upon completion of this certification; and 

WHEREAS, the Town Council desires to recognize this achievement in accordance with 
past practice; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Council of [Town Name], [State], as 
follows: 

Section 1. The hourly compensation of the Town Clerk shall be increased by $3.00 per 
hour, effective June 4, 2026, the effective date of her Commission by the Montana 
Secretary of State. 

Section 2. This adjustment shall be incorporated into the Town’s payroll system. 

Section 3. This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Town Council of the Town of Alberton, MT this _____ day of 
___________________, 2026. 

 

_____________________________________ 

MAYOR, LOREEN M FELSTET 

Attest: 

 

_____________________________________ 

TOWN CLERK-TREASURER, JAYLYN ROWLEY 

 



RESOLUTION NO. _______ 

A RESOLUTION UPDATING THE TOWN’S PAID HOLIDAY POLICY FOR EMPLOYEES 

WHEREAS, the Town of Alberton previously maintained a specific list of paid holidays for 
Town employees that generally followed the federal holiday schedule; and 

WHEREAS, the federal government has added Juneteenth and may in the future add, 
remove, or modify federal holidays; and 

WHEREAS, the Town Council desires to simplify administration and ensure the Town’s 
paid holiday policy automatically stays aligned with federal holidays; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Council of the Town of Alberton, 
Montana, as follows: 

Section 1. Policy Update. Effective immediately, the Town of Alberton’s policy on paid 
holidays for employees is amended to provide paid holiday time off for all federal holidays 
as recognized by the United States government. This replaces any previous specific list of 
holidays. The Town Clerk or Town Administrator shall maintain a current reference list of 
federal holidays for payroll, scheduling, and employee notification purposes. 

Section 2. Implementation. Relevant employee handbooks, payroll systems, and policies 
shall be updated accordingly. 

Section 3. Effective Date. This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Town Council of the Town of Alberton, MT this _____ day of 
___________________, 2026. 

 

_____________________________________ 

MAYOR, LOREEN M FELSTET 

Attest: 

 

_____________________________________ 

TOWN CLERK-TREASURER, JAYLYN ROWLEY 

 



RESOLUTION NO. _______ 

A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING WEEKEND OBSERVANCE RULES FOR PAID HOLIDAYS 

WHEREAS, the Town of Alberton observes paid federal holidays for its employees; and 

WHEREAS, the Town Council desires to establish clear rules for when a federal holiday 
falls on a weekend; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Council of the Town of Alberton, 
Montana, as follows: 

Section 1. Weekend Observance Policy. When a federal holiday falls on a Saturday, the 
paid day off shall be the preceding Friday. When a federal holiday falls on a Sunday, the 
paid day off shall be the following Monday. 

However, if an employee is not regularly scheduled to work on the observed holiday (Friday 
or Monday), they may, with prior approval of their supervisor, take an alternative day off 
during the week prior (for a Saturday holiday) or the week following (for a Sunday holiday). 

Section 2. Implementation. The Town Clerk or Town Administrator shall update payroll 
practices, employee handbooks, and schedules as necessary to implement this policy. 

Section 3. Effective Date. This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Town Council of the Town of Alberton, MT this _____ day of 
___________________, 2026. 

_____________________________________ 

MAYOR, LOREEN M FELSTET 

Attest: 

_____________________________________ 

TOWN CLERK-TREASURER, JAYLYN ROWLEY 



RESOLUTION NO. ______ 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING PAID HOLIDAY LEAVE FOR JUNETEENTH 

WHEREAS, Juneteenth (June 19) is a federal holiday; and 

WHEREAS, the Juneteenth holiday in the prior month fell during a period when the Town of 
Alberton’s holiday list had not yet been formally updated to include it; and 

WHEREAS, the Town Council wishes to recognize Juneteenth as a paid holiday for eligible 
Town employees and ensure they receive appropriate compensation or paid time off for 
that day; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Council of the Town of Alberton, 
Montana, as follows: 

Section 1. Approval of Juneteenth Holiday Pay. The Town Council hereby approves 
Juneteenth (June 19, 2026) as a paid holiday for all eligible Town employees. Employees 
who worked on that day shall receive holiday pay or compensatory time, consistent with 
Town policy and applicable law. Employees who did not work shall receive the holiday as 
paid leave. 

Section 2. Implementation. The Town Clerk and Town Administrator shall take the 
necessary steps to process appropriate holiday pay or adjustments in the payroll system 
for the affected pay period. 

Section 3. Effective Date. This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Town Council of the Town of Alberton, MT this _____ day of 
___________________, 2026. 

 

_____________________________________ 

MAYOR, LOREEN M FELSTET 

Attest: 

 

_____________________________________ 

TOWN CLERK-TREASURER, JAYLYN ROWLEY 




































































