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AFFIDAVIT

State of Montana )
) Subscribed and Sworn
Mineral County )

I, Sharon Briggs, being first duly sworn, depose and state as follows:

1.

I am a duly appointed/elected member of the Alberton Town Council, Mineral County,
State of Montana, and make this affidavit based upon my personal knowledge of the facts
stated herein.

On April 14, 2026, a seat on the Alberton Town Council was formally vacated in writing,
creating a vacancy on what had been a four-member council. Following that vacancy, a
quorum of the council consists of two (2) members. At the time of the communications
described herein, I was not aware that a two-member quorum existed or that
communications between two council members regarding official council business could
implicate Montana’s open meeting laws and public meeting notice requirements. It was
only upon subsequent consultation with the County Attorney that I became aware of the
significance of these contacts.

On Thursday, May 14, 2026, I received an unsolicited text message from Timothy Fox,
the President of the Alberton Town Council. In that message, he stated: "Hey its [name].
Loreen gave me your number. Sorry its confusing as an idaho one. Wanted to touch base
about the situation with Kyle." A true and correct copy of this text message is attached
hereto as Exhibit A.

Also on May 14, 2026, Timothy Fox placed a phone call to me at approximately 6:56
p.m., which I missed. I returned his call at approximately 6:59 p.m. A true and correct
copy of the call log reflecting these calls is attached hereto as Exhibit B.

To the best of my recollection, during the May 14, 2026 phone call, Timothy Fox
expressed that he wanted Betsy (Elizabeth) Hugelman appointed to fill the vacant council
seat, and indicated that he did not feel a meeting was necessary to make that selection. He
further indicated that the council was going to appoint Betsy (Elizabeth) Hugelman,
which suggested to me that he had already communicated with or reached some
agreement with the third council member regarding Betsy’s appointment. I stated during
that call that a selection did need to be made. At the time of this call, I was not aware that
candidates were required to be interviewed, nor was I aware of the number of individuals
who had applied or would apply for the position.
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10.

11.

12.

On Sunday, May 17, 2026, Timothy Fox sent me a text message in which he stated,
among other things, that he had decided the interview process and additional meeting
proposed by the Mayor were unnecessary, that he had communicated this position to the
Mayor, and that the application form alone provided sufficient information for him to
make his selection. He further stated his goal was to avoid an additional meeting and to
proceed with the selection at the Tuesday council meeting. A true and correct copy of this
text message exchange is attached hereto as Exhibit C.

In response to his May 17, 2026 message, I replied that I was willing to move forward
with the selection on Tuesday and asked that he keep me informed of the Mayor's
position.

The text message exchange continued on May 17, 2026, during which Timothy Fox
indicated it would be close to meet the 48-hour agenda notice window. I replied that the
Mayor had expressed a desire to interview each applicant individually for approximately
thirty minutes each and that there were four to five applications submitted. Timothy Fox
ultimately responded: "We are green light to select on tuesday." True and correct copies
of these messages are included in Exhibit C.

It is relevant to note that the council member applications were not transmitted to council
members for review until Monday, May 18, 2026, at 3:28 p.m. An additional application
was transmitted to council members on Tuesday, May 19, 2026, at 12:40 p.m.

Despite not having had access to all candidate applications prior to the foregoing
communications, on Tuesday, May 19, 2026, at 2:42 p.m. — the day of the scheduled
town council meeting, and after the final application had only been available for
approximately two hours — Timothy Fox sent me a text message stating: "Thoughts on
the interim candidate? im inclined to pick Betsy because she's been a member before and
im not famliar with Wayne aside from he dies church stuff. Kari Riebe is my neighbor
and has not been a good neighbor so i'm unsure if i would believe shes a good councilor."
A true and correct copy of this text message is attached hereto as Exhibit D.

The communications described herein — including two phone calls and a series of text
messages between Timothy Fox and myself — concerned the appointment of a new
council member to fill the vacated seat. Because a quorum of the council is two (2)
members following the April 14, 2026 vacancy, these contacts between two council
members to discuss official council business raise concerns regarding compliance with
Montana’s open meeting laws and public meeting notice requirements.

Based on the content of these communications, Timothy Fox had formed and expressed a
preference for a specific candidate prior to receiving all candidate applications,
communicated that preference to at least one other council member, indicated that an
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agreement may have already been reached with a third council member, and did not
afford equal or adequate consideration to all applicants before the council meeting.

13. T attest that the foregoing is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.
FURTHER the AFFIANT sayeth naught.

VNV e

Sharon Briggs
M /
Subscribed and sworn to before me this Ql day of 2 AV , 2026.
(/\//} Ny ; VI E Notary Public for the State of Montana My
Commission Expires: (2 /29 e Z,__________________

NANCY TOME
NOTARY PUBLIC for the
5 State of Montana
§ Residing at Alberton, Montana
of My Commission Expires
October 02, 2029

Exhibits A through D: True and correct copies of text message exchanges and call logs, and
emails referenced herein, attached and incorporated by reference.
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AFFIDAVIT

State of Montana )

) Subscribed and Sworn

Mineral County )

I, JAYLYN ROWLEY (tka JAYLYN BRANNON), being first duly sworn, depose and state as
follows:

L.

I am the duly appointed Town Clerk for the Town of Alberton, Mineral County, State of
Montana, and make this affidavit based upon my personal knowledge of the facts stated
herein.

On the evening of Tuesday, May 19, 2026, following the [Town Name] Town Council
meeting, I was engaged in a conversation with Timothy Fox, President of the Town
Council, during which the events described herein occurred.

During the May 19, 2026 council meeting, and while acting in my official capacity as
Town Clerk, I made a statement on the record in response to Timothy Fox having
publicly announced that he had engaged in communications outside of the meeting
regarding his preference among the applicants for the vacant council seat, and that he was
prepared to proceed directly to a vote without any deliberation, interview, or public
discourse concerning the candidates. In my on-the-record statement, I informed the
council that these outside communications could constitute a violation of Montana’s open
meeting laws. I further recommended that the council hold a special meeting with proper
public notice, open to all members of the public, at which each applicant would be
interviewed and public comment would be received prior to any appointment being
made.

Following the meeting, Timothy Fox expressed to me that he was unhappy with the fact
that I had raised these concerns publicly and on the record. He indicated that by doing so,
I had educated the public about ways in which council members had been conducting
themselves improperly, and that this was inviting public scrutiny and potential liability
for the council and the town.

Despite his dissatisfaction with the public nature of my statement, Timothy Fox
acknowledged that he appreciated the desire to ensure things were done properly.
However, he pushed back significantly on the pace at which he felt compliance measures
should be implemented, expressing a preference that the process of coming into
compliance with applicable statute and town ordinance be slowed considerably.
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1.

In response, I explained to Timothy Fox that the sooner the council and town staff came
into compliance with applicable statute and town ordinance, the sooner he and his fellow
council members, as well as town staff, would be personally protected from liability.
Notwithstanding this explanation, he continued to resist the idea of prompt corrective
action. I maintained my position that timely compliance was in the best interest of the
council, town staff, and the public.

. Following this exchange, and outside the meeting venue, Timothy Fox shared with me his

personal preferences regarding the appointment to the vacant council seat. He stated that
his preferred candidate was Betsy (Elizabeth) Hugelman citing the fact that she had
previously served on the council and therefore had familiarity with council procedures. I
note that if proper procedure was not followed during her prior service, prior council
experience would not necessarily constitute an advantage or qualification for purposes of
this appointment.

Timothy Fox also indicated to me a second candidate he would consider for the
appointment. However, he expressed reservations about that individual based on the fact
that the candidate has a background in religion, which he appeared to weigh negatively in
his consideration of that applicant.

The statements made by Timothy Fox to me outside the meeting venue regarding his
candidate preferences — including his stated bias against one candidate based on that
candidate's religious background — were made prior to the council having conducted any
formal interview process, public deliberation, or special meeting with proper notice as
required to ensure fairness and transparency to all applicants and to the public.

[ attest that the foregoing is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.

FURTHER the AFFIANT sayeth naught.

- /4///1 z%/‘é;//

psnp

ay:l;n owley (fka: Jaylén rannon)

Subscribed and sworn to before me this A/ day of M“ v ,2026.

ANy Jom E Z % Z—"d'mary Public for the State of Montana My

Commission Expires: ro /2 / 2oz <

NANCY TOME
NOTARY PUBLIC for the
LB State of Montana
g ‘; Residing at Alberton, Montana
My Commission Expires
October 02, 2029
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